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Megan Yindra awarded 2020 Saint Eligius Award 

 

Nomination Letter: 
    For most of my life, I had the world's best groom, my father, Jim Baker. He was by my side 
at every horse show, from standing in the rain or cold for long hours by the Hunter ring to my 
first Three-Day at Fair Hill, he was there to help, encourage and advise. When he passed 
away, I thought that I would never have someone that supportive, understanding and 
patient to help me and my horses achieve success. However, just weeks after my 
father's passing, Megan Yindra came to Fox Lake Farm for riding lessons. She was 
always cheerful and energetic, wanting to learn, and volunteered immediately to help 
with the horses outside of her riding lessons. Little did she know what she was getting 
into! Three years later, Megan Yindra is the best groom and best friend any rider could 
hope to have. Whether it is helping me get my own horses ready to compete, or 
helping my other students learn how to properly bathe their horses and clean their tack 
for the show ring, Megan is always willing to lend a hand. I can count on her to be 
where I need her to be before I even ask, so that every part of showing runs like 
clockwork. She drives an hour each way to my farm, and on show days, she is the first 
one to meet me in the barn, and the last one to leave, even if she is not showing 
herself. From standing in the absolute pouring rain while I competed in the Jumper ring at the Sandhills Spring Classic to 
calming me down and then figuring out how to call a dressage test on the spot at the NCDCTA Dressage Championships 
when I was having trouble remembering all 6 of the tests I had to ride in competition that day, Megan is a one-of-a-kind 
groom, friend, and horsewoman. She absolutely deserves to be recognized for her hard work, patience and positive 
attitude!   Sincerely, Sarah Baker    Congratulations Megan Yindra!  

Make your plans now to attend the: 

Capital Dressage Classic  
June 5 & 6, 2021  

Gov. James B. Hunt Horse Complex, Raleigh, NC 
Opening date: April 15th, Closing/Received by date: May 26th 

Online Entries at: www.equestrianentries.com  

http://www.equestrianentries.com/
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NCDCTA 2020 Board of Directors 

Visit www.NCDCTA.org for contact information 

 
President – Amanda Miller 
Vice President – Joan Hilsman 
Treasurer – Tyler James 
Recording Secretary – Rachel Edwards 
Competition Chair – Wendy Warner 
Communications Chair – Tonya Bruno 

  
JR/YR Chair – Tiana Darling 
Dressage Chair  - Emme Johnston 
Eventing Chair - Amy Warren 
Member at Large(Gala) – Jessica Brown 
Member at Large – Alex Martini 
Member at Large – Deb Branson 

 

NCDCTA Newsletter Deadline is April 10th for the May Issue! 
 

 NCDCTA Newsletter Editor - Shannon St.Clair Hoffman - news@ncdcta.org or (919) 754-7568 
 

Annual NCDCTA Membership: Senior Member - $59, Junior Member - $49, Family Member - $39 
(Family member must reside at the same address as active Senior Member) 

 

Join/Renew Today at: www.ncdcta.org/membership 
 

Annual NCDCTA Horse of the Year Registration (Expires 11/30 annually) 
Horse Registration - $50 or one volunteer card  
Register Your Horse Today at: www.ncdcta.org/horse-registration 

 

Note: To qualify for Horse of the Year (HOY), Rider/Owner must be active members and Horse must be registered at the 
time points are earned. 
 
 

Congratulations to NCDCTA HOY Winners!  
 

Thank you to our Gala Chair Jessica Brown for taking on this huge project of mailing  
or meeting our winners to distribute the awards.   
 

If you would like your prizes mailed to you for cost of shipping please visit: 
https://www.ncdcta.org/hoy-award-shipping-form  or email Jessica Brown at gala@ncdcta.org  

 

Some of our NCDCTA 2020 HOY Winners! 

Please share a photo of you with your horse with your awards.  
Email the photos including names of everyone in the photo, description and photo credit to: news@ncdcta.org 

http://www.ncdcta.org/
mailto:news@ncdcta.org
http://www.ncdcta.org/membership
http://www.ncdcta.org/horse-registration
https://www.ncdcta.org/hoy-award-shipping-form
mailto:gala@ncdcta.org
mailto:news@ncdcta.org
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Charlie’s Golden Ticket 
By Carole Wertz 

Allow me to introduce you to my friend Sydney Davis and her horse, Charles. 
In November 2019, Charles was another Haflinger small horse hanging out in 
a pasture for a decade. He had led a pretty rough life, as evidenced by his 
multitude of scars. He had an unknown history and was an excellent 
lawnmower. His breeder contacted her when he became available to see if 
she was interested in another Haflinger. She had bought her first Haflinger 
from him many years before. Sydney was not even sure if Charles had ever 
really been ridden. He certainly had no idea what a bit and a bridle was all 
about. His go-to response for everything was to kick out. Ask him to go 
forward, kick out. Ask to walk into a wash stall, spend 40 minutes getting into 
said wash stall, spray with water and kick out. Ask to move over, kick out. 
You get the idea. 
 

Charles had to learn to wear a bridle and a saddle and go along with all that 
is involved with riding. Sydney remained patient and understanding with all  
his antics, including introducing him to the finer refinements of life (i.e., sugar 

and cookies and matching saddle pads and boots). Little by little, she gained his trust and got him to come around to her 
way of thinking; that riding is not so bad, and that you get to go to interesting places and meet interesting people. Charles 
is a talkative horse, always nickering to you as you walk by his stall and checking to see what interesting activity might be 
happening. 
 

She started taking him to schooling shows and trail riding. When I met her in March of 2020, she told me that her goal was 
to go to one rated dressage show with Charles. Then Covid shut down everything. Thankfully riding is an outdoor activity 
and the boarders at the barn were very respectful of keeping their distance from one another. In June they were able to go 
to that first rated show and ride Introductory tests A, B and C. We were stalled near Julio Mendoza, who looked at her, 
realized she was nervous and exclaimed, “You got this, you are a Champion!” (if you know Julio, there was another word, 
not fit to print before Champion). Her first rated score was a 69%. Sydney was hooked on showing! 
 

Sydney continued taking lessons and going on excursions with 
Charles. At the September Pinehurst Fall Dressage show, they capped 
off their “Prettiest Pony” and High Point awards with a gallop around 
the track. In addition to his showing prowess, Charles has been an 
excellent babysitter to go with me and my young horse on trail rides at 
Latta Plantation. 
 

As I had been to several shows with her all summer (and by the way, 
Sydney is the best person ever to stable with), she convinced me to 
attend the Autumn Leaves NCDCTA Championship Show. It finally 
cooled off enough to wear coats in the show ring, so they could really 
shine in the olive green coat. Once again, they went down centerline as 
if they had been riding together for years, not just 11 months. At their 
final salute, there were tears of joy coming down her face that she tried 
to hide from the judge. 
 

Sydney and Charles capped off their show season with a 77%, winning 
both the NCDCTA Championship, Introductory Level and securing the 
NCDCTA 2020 Horse of the Year Award. Little did this horse know it 
when he was pulled out of the pasture last fall, that he had indeed won 
“Charlie’s Golden Ticket”!

 
2021 SCAAEP Equine Health Symposium – April 12 – Horse Owners Session $40.00 

FREE WEBINARS ON YOUTUBE FROM CVM 
EPM and Neurologic Disease in the 
Field: https://youtu.be/NWc1v0WrPrg 
Diagnosis and Management of Septic Arthritis in the 
Field: https://youtu.be/rl_ISjKr__U 
Field Management & Diagnosis of Equine 
Asthma: https://youtu.be/0pkCYHPK3BY  

                       Managing GI Emergencies in the 
Field: https://youtu.be/290jrxISM9Q 

                      Link to sign up: https://cvm.ncsu.edu/event/2021-scaaep-ehs/2021-04-10/   

https://youtu.be/NWc1v0WrPrg
https://youtu.be/rl_ISjKr__U
https://youtu.be/0pkCYHPK3BY
https://youtu.be/290jrxISM9Q
https://cvm.ncsu.edu/event/2021-scaaep-ehs/2021-04-10/
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My Journey to the NCDCTA/War Horse Championships 
By Stephanie Bristol 

The NCDCTA/War Horse Championships fell on a beautiful fall weekend at the Carolina Horse Park and hosted divisions 
from Green as Grass through Advanced. It has been a dream of mine to place at championships since I had my first taste 
of eventing many years ago. I bought my first event horse, Dalton, in 2008 with dreams of bringing him up through the 
levels. Unfortunately, a long series of injuries for both of us led to a 9 year gap before we successfully completed our first 
show at the horse park in 2016. I still call him the miracle horse; not once, but twice beating the odds of injuries that we 
were told were “career ending”. He taught me to never give up on my dreams.  

Unfortunately, in 2017 he came up lame again and we were told to take a break from jumping, which we did. At 
that time, I was in graduate school for occupational therapy in Charleston, SC. While there, I had the opportunity to train 
with Katie Poag who expanded my knowledge and understanding of dressage and helped me greatly improve my seat 
and aids. I was fortunate enough to compete one of her horses at third level and earned my USDF bronze medal. When I 
moved back to NC in 2018 to work on my PhD at UNC, Dalton was cleared to jump again. My mom had been working and 
competing him in dressage while I was gone (and did an amazing job) and also had the itch to compete in eventing 
herself. Thankfully, Dalton was cleared to jump in 2018 so we slowly started bringing him back. We were hesitant at first, 
but he LOVES to jump so we thought we would try it out and see how he did. Our awesome trainer, Karen Mahaffey, 
helped us dust the rust off and re-learn how to jump. We started competing again last year and I loved every minute of it. 
My mom and I are both competitive so there was always a “discussion” over who got to ride but we always worked it out. 
We ended up both qualifying for championships, but my mom kindly let me compete. Dalton and I went into stadium in the 
top 6 but ultimately had a rail that knocked us out of the standings. I was crushed. It was my goal to place but it just wasn’t 
my year. I left determined to do better.  

Although I still love riding Dalton, this year we decided my mom would 
take him over as a competition horse and I would start my search for my next 
partner. I was extremely lucky and in May I found my perfect match. I 
purchased Ballenger from Phyllis Dawson in Virginia and together we started 
training for the shortened, but busy season. “Bally” as I call him is a 16.1, 6 
year old thoroughbred gelding with a very goofy and loving personality. He 
was bought off the track as a 2 year old and spent some time training in 
Florida before going up to Phyllis to be sold. We spent the first two months 
really getting to know each other and developing his flat work and in July we 
did our first event together, competing in the recognized Beginner Novice (BN) 
Division and ending up in third place! We continued competing throughout the 
season and he was a Rockstar. He has a lovely floating trot and canter and 
every time I ride him I can’t help but smile. Along with competing in NC, SC 
and VA we were able to do the NCDCTA clinic with Nora Batchelder who also 
thought Bally had a lot of potential. In October we did our first novice together 
at War Horse and ended up winning the recognized division and earning the 
Thoroughbred Incentive Program (TIP) award. By November we qualified for 
championships at BN and novice, but given how new we were to novice I decided to stick with BN. 
 We rode early Saturday morning, so it was another 4 a.m. wake up to braid and trailer to the park. We did our 
dressage warmup, and I was feeling pretty good about the test. Since my time with Katie, dressage has been my most 
confident of the three phases. However, I somehow got my ring messed up and started watching people ride their test 
only to realize it wasn’t the one I memorized. Panic ensued and I had my mom rush over to ask what test they were riding. 
After working through my confusion, it turned out I was supposed to be in a ring on the opposite end of the warm-up and 
even worse, I was already late. I had planned to let Bally walk and then do a little more trot work right before going in the 
ring to help him focus but that plan quickly went out the window as we flew over to our ring and I apologized to the judge. 
My nerves shot up as we scrambled to pull ourselves together and ride our test, but he was, as he always is, a Rockstar, 
and we ended with a 25.8. I was so proud of him for handling himself (and my nerves) so well. Our biggest error was due 
to me being a perfectionist and trying to fix a not perfectly square halt while he proceeded to say “nope, I’m done” leading 
to a very drawn out halt. Lesson learned.  
 My mom (who kindly worked as my groom for the weekend due to Dalton being off) helped get Bally untacked 
while I walked the cross country course. I walked it twice, afraid I would forget where I was going and trying to figure out 
my plan. Bally can be a cross country machine but still has some green moments, so we are continuing to work on his 
adjustability and brakes. My biggest concern for this course was time. Bally has a big stride, and we have a tendency to 
be very close to the minimum time. Thankfully, he was a little tired from dressage and we had a great run. I brought him 
back to a trot later than I planned because I was having too much fun, but we ended up about 30 seconds under the 
optimum time which for us was good. Saturday night I could barely sleep. Stadium had always been my downfall and my 
nerves were already building. With Dalton we always had a rail and after last year I was scared my dreams were going to 
once again fade away. 
       Continued on next page….. 

Stephanie Bristol and Ballenger 
Photo Credit: Susan Bristol 
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However, I also knew Bally was different. We are still working on distances and 

adjustability, but he tends to be a pretty careful and scopey jumper. We did our warm-up 
under the guidance of our trainer who helped me keep my head on straight and reminded 
me to breathe. The actual round is still a blur because of the nerves and excitement, and 
it definitely wasn’t the prettiest of the group, but we ended clean! I was ecstatic. We were 
tied for second but a one-second difference in cross country time put us in third. I was 
thrilled and SO proud of Bally. In the six months we’d been together we have 
accomplished more goals than I ever thought possible. I was on a high and it kept getting 
better. We also won the BN TIP Award for the show and placed second in the NCDCTA 
BN championships! To top it all off I was the top placing amateur in the division and won 
the War Horse Event Series season long Second Chance award for OTTB’s/rescued 
horses. I couldn’t believe it. We won so many incredible prizes thanks to all the amazing 
War Horse/Carolina Horse Park Sponsors and NCDCTA: Bally and I are very grateful for 
everything. It was an amazing day I will remember forever. 

I am so thankful to NCDCTA and the Carolina Horse Park for putting on these 
incredible events. All the staff and volunteers are so friendly, the courses are great, and it 
has been a wonderful place to develop my skills and compete in eventing. I am also very 
lucky to have Karen Mahaffey as my trainer. She sold me my first event horse, Dalton, and 
has helped Bally and me come so far in such a short time. I am so excited to see our 
partnership continue to grow. Most of all, I am thankful for my amazing horse and my 
parents who have supported me along the way-especially my mom who was there with 
me, even though it was hard given she was supposed to be competing as well (and 
definitely could have beat me!)  

Ballenger was the NCDCTA 2020 Eventing Beginner Novice Open Horse of the 
Year Champion, I am so proud of him. I feel incredibly blessed we get to ride and compete 
alongside each other. 

Unfortunately, Bally and I had a recent cross country schooling accident resulting 
in a fracture in my back. Thankfully, he has been thoroughly evaluated and is fine, but I 
have a few months of recovery ahead of me. Horses give us the highest of highs and 
some tough days, but I wouldn’t give it up for anything. I love this sport and can’t wait to 
get back out to the horse park and compete again next year!  

 
 

 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stephanie Bristol and Ballenger 
Photo Credit: Susan Bristol 

Stephanie Bristol and 
Ballenger 
Photo Credit: Susan Bristol 
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💎 ⛏ Shine Bright like Diamonds    💎   
⛏ The Value of a School Master  

By: Ginger Long 
 

Sometimes you have to go through a lot of rocks to find a rare 
diamond. Schoolmasters are once in a lifetime horses that are 
precious diamonds; rare, hard to find. They are expensive to 
acquire and they only last if you are willing to do the work to 
maintain and preserve them. 

How do you find a diamond? 

Someone has to MINE them ~ No pressure, No diamond! 

Every rider should experience a diamond schoolmaster at least once 

in their lifetime. How can you access one? 

A schoolmaster is a mature horse that is adaptive to a wide 

range of rider skills and challenges. A horse that fills in the learning curve on understanding skills applied (or not),  
adjusts for the physical ability gaps a rider has while learning, and offers them the feel of the balance required, in-spite 
of themselves. 
 

You can never really appreciate the shiny glittering beauty of a diamond, a school master, until you see one, experience 
it, put it on your hand and feel it! Now remember we are talking about animals; forgiving horses that can reflect back to 
you its job expectations and knows how to filter through your muddled attempts. Is this something you desire? 
 

The difference between a school horse and a schoolmaster is a master is a specialist in his field and has a high level of 
training and tolerance. A school horse is a patient, kind general type of horse that can tolerate mistakes from people 
but doesn’t really know how to “fill in” for the person’s attempt. A school horse tolerates but a schoolmaster fills in the 
blank from your try and gives the ‘feel’ to you anyway. The trainer involved moderates the interaction interpreting “the 
tries” and signals practiced until harmony (the correct aid, timing and feel) is revealed to you, the student. 
There are many benefits to having access to a schoolmaster. This is why everyone should ride a schoolmaster at least once.......... 

 

They know more than you – EDUCATED AND EXPERIENCED 
When a horse is fully trained and knows his job, he is a reliable and trustworthy partner. In branches of the military, 
hours are spent learning skills and committing them to muscle memory so they are reflexive, automatic, subconscious. 
This is not so they can do super cool flashy things but so the soldier can rely on their training habits to keep them safe 
rather than on their ability respond, react appropriately and make decisions under pressure. Good, solid, complete 
training systems work the same way in horses. 

Good minded, properly developed, experienced horses adapt, and read people. 
 

While jumping technical combinations on cross country, a schoolmaster learns how to respond. They learn when to 
allow self-preservation with athleticism to kick in when the rider is making a mistake. A seasoned horse learns to make 
up for your mistakes. Horses of many disciplines ultimately learn how to work out the question or obstacle for the good 
of you both. He takes care of you. I remember several instances when I was still learning cross country where I made 
mistakes. Because my horse was, 1) athletic enough for our level and 2) educated enough for our level, his training 
kicked in and he made the right choices to keep us safe even when I had not done my job as the pilot. Horses like this 
make the best partners because they have enough education and experience to actually partner with their rider. How 
much does your horse meet you? A schoolmaster is always working out what the rider is trying to say and protects them 
both. 

"You can't teach feel." – RESPONSIVE AND WILLING 
I've heard that said about riding so many times. And it's mostly true. Humans can't really teach a feeling. They can 
give instructions and develop skills so the student can in turn develop the feeling they are after. A good trainer with a 
school master can facilitate opportunities toward feel. 

A coachable moment can grow access to a feeling ~ Harmony is embracing it 
 

Horses can't communicate with words. Feel is the language of the horse. A true schoolmaster can bridge the gap 

between your ability and your trainer's instruction so that you experience the feel you are looking for while you are 
trying with the best version of yourself. Once you've felt it, and own it, you can develop the feel and harmonize with 
other horses. 

   

  Multi-tasking is not effective. – FOCUSED AND ATTENTIVE 

Focusing on one task at a time and seeing it through to finish, is the most efficient way to complete things effectively. If 
both you and your horse need to learn how to do whatever it is you want to do –say First Level Dressage– you each 
have to learn the required skills in your own time. If neither you nor your horse know how to leg yield correctly, you both 
have to learn how to do the leg yield individually before you can do it together.                 Continued on the next page…….. 



 7 

 
The rider has to know the correct aids and set-up for leg yield, and the horse has to understand those aids and be 
able (in his fitness and development) to respond correctly. If both individuals in the partnership do not have the correct 
skill set, they rarely end up practicing the correct version of what they want to practice. For instance, the horse stays a 
little crooked; the rider ends up sitting a little heavy on one seat bone. Because that's what they rehearse for the week 
in between lessons, when they are back with the trainer, the trainer has to undo what they've practiced and reset them 
for the next week. Hopefully rehearsal practices a slightly better version than the week before. Somehow, it's always 
the trainers’ fault that it takes the pair a year to move up a level when in reality muddled practices failed them both. 
Focus your practices with a horse that can help, a schoolmaster. 
 

If the horse knew the aids and set up for leg yield, he could fill in where the rider lacks skill or timing. The schoolmaster 
won't leg yield until you ask for leg yield at least in a mostly correct way. When the rider feels a glimmer of what she felt 
in her last lesson and then triggers a memory of what her trainer said, then together they end up rehearsing a more 

correct version of the leg yield. A developed rider on a greener horse, knows what she wants the horse to feel so she 
can break it down into small increments so the horse can find its way to a correct leg yield. 

When neither horse nor rider know what they are doing, they often perpetuate ignorance and rehearse the wrong thing, hard 

learned wrong habits practiced will need to be corrected... Even when intention and desire, (“I’m trying!”), is for the correct 

response desired. Frustration is a human attribute: Perpetuation of ~ The BLIND LEADING THE BLIND 
 

Movies aren't real life. – HONEST AND RELIABLE 
The stories and movies where a determined young girl and the ragamuffin pony snuggle under the stars and then go to 
the show and beat the rich snobby girl who takes lessons on her athletic, TRAINED schoolmaster is just not real. It's 
not how life works, and certainly not how life with horses goes. If you want the wild, untamed horse, that is still a worthy 
goal. Realize it takes more time, skill, and patience than is ever shown in a movie montage to develop a raw horse into 
a finished masterpiece. 

Diamonds can be artificially manufactured but at what price and how?  By using artificial pressure in an unnatural 

environment “Just like on TV” If you want to work on enjoying what a horse can teach you, then buy the best trained horse 

you can afford and do whatever it takes to maintain his physical body. Most schoolmasters require maintenance.  

 Pay them back with the extra care required. 

The care of these horses costs more in managing aging with special shoeing, supplements, injections and adjustments 
as they progress and their needs increase. Be prepared to spend more and remember you get paid back in quality time, 
understanding and effective feel. 
 

Horses really are an art form and a gift. – FORGIVING AND PREDICTABLE 
If you've ever sat on a correctly trained, finished horse, you understand it is a rare privilege. I mean correctly trained so 
that the horse is kind and willing, and excited to meet the rider offering the rider whatever they ask for. The horses that 
are sullen and unwilling often haven't been developed fairly. Their "try" has been used up. Horses are some of the 
kindest and most forgiving animals on the planet. 

It is truly a gift when you get to experience a schoolmaster that is fully educated and also  

willingly enthusiastic to do what is asked and required in his job. 
 

Most riders never find the opportunity of the artistic expression involved while harmonizing with a schoolmaster. 
They don't know the gift that they are missing as they struggle through riding mis-matched and often over-mounted. 
How do I find one? Realize this simple fact! Master, lifetime trainers make lifetime schoolmasters! They mine their diamonds to 

shine, preserve them for a lifetime adventure for themselves and then to teach others. 

Find a lifetime horse master, you’ll find a pathway to a schoolmaster. 
 

Where do I start? Work the network of mature trainers and owners. Some of them held on to their lifetime horses. 

Approach them with kindness and interest that you are willing to do what it takes to learn, and they might be willing to 
share their Diamonds with you. 

 

Schoolmasters are available to feel and shine on! Equetec has schoolmasters to learn on for seat lessons and for leasing 
opportunities for practicing. These horses are all kind, gentle seat/breathing trained horses that respond to ‘try’ and seat aids. 
Private lessons and some group opportunities are available. All leases are on site with weekly lessons. Everything from an 
upper level warmblood to a Connemara pony that does it all. Choose a schoolmaster and join the Equetec team today. 
 

Shared by Ginger S. Long, Equetec, LongHaven Farm www.equetec.com 

(919) 619-8223 Ginger Long is a dressage and combined training horse trainer, riding instructor, coach  
and movement specialist. She is certified by the esteemed, British Horse Society, from Wellington Riding in 
Basingstoke, England. Ginger teaches balanced seat lessons, exercise training and horse behavioral  
principles by instructing in an individual whole horse, multi-disciplinary approach. 

http://www.equetec.com/
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SCHOLARSHIP REPORT: Fall Eventing Grant  
 
Greetings NCDCTA! 
 
Thank you so much for awarding me the fall eventing grant!  
 
I used the grant to attend the November WHES with my leased OTTB, 
That’s Right Officer. We had a blast! Many of my friends competed as 
well. With their encouragement and the fun of working together, it was 
one of the best show experiences I’ve ever had! 
 
Officer and I have overcome a lot of relationship and confidence issues in 
our time together (going on two years). This show really helped me put 
into perspective how far we have come. Show jumping, which is 
something we have struggled with. At this competition I was double clear, 
and so was our cross country! We finished in second place and won the 
NCDCTA 2020 HOY Beginner Novice Junior Eventing Championship.  
 
The show was a huge confidence booster! I’m so proud of my horse and 
have so much fun competing with him. We are now moving up to Novice, 
and I am so excited to see what the future holds for us!  
 
Thanks again for your support and recognition!  
                               Elizabeth Love (and Team That’s Right Officer!) 

 
 

    

Eventing Grants:    
 

Spring Eventing Grant: Due March 1 annually 
   (The Spring Eventing Grant has been extended to April 15th) 

   

  Fall Eventing Grant: Due August 1 annually 
 

Any questions can be directed to eventing@ncdcta.org 
     Application: https://www.ncdcta.org/eventing-grant 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:eventing@ncdcta.org
https://www.ncdcta.org/eventing-grant
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NCDCTA February Board Meeting Minutes 

The NCDCTA Executive Board and membership met via teleconference on February 2, 2021. President Amanda Miller called the 
meeting to order at 7:04 PM. Board members present were Amanda Miller, Joan Hilsman, Wendy Warner, Tiana Darling, Jessica 
Brown, Amy Warren, Tonya Bruno, Deb Branson, Emme Johnston, Rachel Edwards, and Alex Martini. Thirty-nine members in total, 
including Will Barrus, were present for the Executive Board vote. 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Amanda Miller noted that at least 35 members must be present according to the by-laws. She was very sad 
that we couldn’t all meet in person. She said, “2020 was exceptionally hard on all of us but we got through it, had competitions, and 
have HOY awards.” 
The election of officers commenced. President Amanda Miller, Vice-President Joan Hilsman, Treasurer Tyler James, Recording 
Secretary Rachel Edwards, Member at large/Gala Chair Jessica Brown, and Members-at-Large Alex Martini and Deborah Branson 
were all unanimously approved. Additionally, President Amanda Miller appointed Tiana Darling to the Junior/Young Rider Chair, Amy 
Warren to the Eventing Chair, Emme Johnston to the Education Chair, Wendy Warner to the Competition Chair, and Tonya Bruno to 
the Communication Chair. Will Barrus is the Membership Secretary, and Wendy Warner was awarded Volunteer of the Year. Amanda 
gave special thanks to last years’ board members: Karen Mahaffey, Kathy Gubar, and Ashley Dimmette. 
VICE-PRESIDENT's REPORT: Joan Hilsman presented the membership numbers as of February 1, 2021: 

Adult Amateur: 234 
Jr/YR: 69 
Open: 77 
Total Members: 380 

Paid Horses: 182 
Volunteer Card Horses: 60 
Total Horses: 242

Will noted that the Club is behind compared to previous years. However, he feels membership numbers will catch up soon. Joan also 
included that the annual scholarships deadline was extended. The selection committee will meet later this week to determine and notify 
the winners. 
TREASURER’S REPORT: Wendy Warner reported that January brought about a $3,800 loss because that is when HOY awards were 
purchased. She felt it is extremely difficult to compare 2021 to 2020 because there is no huge Gala expense. As such, the Club has 
more cash in January 2021 than in January 2020. 
COMPETITION CHAIR’S REPORT: Wendy Warner reported that the 2021 CBLM will now be held at the Carolina Horse Park instead 
of at Williamston. 
HOY GALA CHAIR REPORT: Jessica Brown was also very sad not to be able to meet in person. The Pinehurst Fair Barn has rolled 
over the date to February 5, 2022 for next year’s gala. She then revealed prizes: 
First place will be receiving a show scrim from M&M Tack Shop as well as artwork from Darlene Ivey. 
Second place will be receiving a Royal Equine embroidered quarter sheet. Third place will be receiving a grooming bag. Fourth place 
will be receiving a sling bag. All participants in a horse show during 2020 will also receive a participation prize that consists of a tumbler 
with horse treats and gift certificates from High Time Photography, M&M Tack Shop, Royal Equine, and Darlene Ivey Art Work. 
Jessica has multiple options to get each prize to each winner. She can mail it at cost, meet people directly, deliver at upcoming horse 
shows, and lastly M&M Tack Shop has volunteered as a distribution center. 
JUNIOR/YOUNG RIDER CHAIR: Tiana Darling reiterated that there are four scholarship opportunities per NCDCTA show. In past 
years, there have not been many applicants however she has already had several applicants this year. Each scholarship awards four 
classes and one stall. 
EDUCATION CHAIR’S REPORT: Emme Johnston is going to host virtual events until it is safer to meet in person. She is going to hold 
an Ask the Expert series on Zoom. Her first guest will be Janine Malone who will be speaking on competition management and show 
rules, and her second guest will be Eliza Sydnor Romm on buying and selling horses. She is also going to introduce a Get To Know the 
Board Member series. This will enable the membership to get to know each board member and likewise let the board members learn 
how to better serve the membership. Lastly, she is going to organize a clinic series later in the year with a streamlined application 
process. She wants to enable us to connect with each other, especially virtually. 
EVENTING CHAIR’S REPORT: Amy Warren reported that the eventing grants are due March 1. It has two categories, junior/young 
rider and open/adult amateur. Each scholarship awards $375. She noted that NCDCTA Championships will probably be held at the last 
War Horse. 
Amanda said that Lynn Kerin, a past NCDCTA president, offered to head a committee to consider if NCDCTA should adopt USEA’s 
new scoring system that emphasizes quality over quantity. Lynn, Michelle Frazier, and others will put together a task force to look at the 
possibilities. 
Karen Mahaffey will present the St. Eligius Award in person at the February Pipe Opener. 
The next teleconference will be Tuesday, March 2. 
 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:39pm. 
Respectfully submitted by Rachel Edwards, Recording Secretary. 

 
 

"Riding a horse is not a gentle hobby, to be picked up and laid down like a game of solitaire. 
It is a grand passion. 

It seizes a person whole and, once it has done so, he will have to accept that his life will be radically changed." 
 

– Ralph Waldo Emerson 
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NCDCTA March Board Meeting Minutes 
The NCDCTA Executive Board met via teleconference on March 9, 2021. President Amanda Miller called the meeting to order at 7:01 
PM. Board members present were Amanda Miller, Joan Hilsman, Wendy Warner, Tiana Darling, Jessica Brown, Amy Warren, Tonya 
Bruno, Deb Branson, Emme Johnston, Rachel Edwards, Alex Martini, and Tyler James. Will Barrus was also present. 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Amanda Miller reported that NCDCTA’s trailer with four dressage arenas inside was stolen from CHP 
sometime in January. It was reported to the police. The Board is considering how to move forward, and we are currently researching all 
options and will discuss at the next meeting. 
VICE-PRESIDENT's REPORT: Joan Hilsman presented the membership numbers as of March 2, 2021: 

Adult Amateur: 275 
Jr/YR: 87 
Open: 96 
Total Members: 458 

Paid Horses: 233 
Volunteer Card Horses: 72 
Total Horses: 305 

TREASURER’S REPORT: Tyler James reported that he and Wendy are working to swap Treasurer duties. Wendy reported that for 
January and February 2021, the Club is running at about a $3,200 loss, mostly because of buying HOY awards in January. This was a 
big difference relative to 2020 because the lack of Gala expenses. So, the Club is starting the year in a better place and, given 
everything that has transpired in 2021, the Club is relatively good. 
COMMUNICATION CHAIR’S REPORT: Tonya Bruno reported that Will has the Business Directory, a new member’s benefit, on the 
website. The aim of this is to promote members’ non-equestrian businesses. Members have to be active and submit a separate form to 
get listed. Trainers, who are listed on trainer’s directory, will not be included in this Business Directory. Emme suggested that the Club 
targets horse breeders. They are underrepresented in our membership, and we have a lot of really great breeders. Tonya reported the 
Resources page on the website is also active. It links to other websites with helpful information. 
COMPETITION CHAIR’S REPORT: Wendy Warner reported that not only has the 2021 CBLM officially moved from Williamston to the 
Carolina Horse Park (CHP), but also NCDCTA received the bid for the 2022 CBLMs at CHP. CHP worked really hard to make a viable 
date available to us, for which NCDCTA is grateful. It has been a very beneficial relationship for both NCDCTA and CHP. The end goal 
is for the two CBLM competitions to go well and to make NCDCTA competitive for a bid for Regionals at CHP. 
HOY GALA CHAIR REPORT: Jessica Brown reported that the last pickup for HOY prizes is this weekend. Thus far, many prizes have 
been delivered. Over fifty awards have been mailed and many more were given out in person at the shows. She received positive 
feedback about the glitter ribbons. She will inventory this weekend to see whose prizes are still available, will reach out to them, get 
them their prizes, and then start looking at next year’s Gala! The date will be Feb. 5, 2021 at the Pinehurst Fair Barn. 
JUNIOR/YOUNG RIDER CHAIR: Tiana Darling wants to do a junior/young rider Fix-A-Test in Raleigh before Capital Dressage Classic 
and second one later in the season somewhere near CHP. She mentioned needing to touch base with Tyler about her allowed budget 
and with Will about the rules. Will noted that a Fix-A-Test counts as a clinic, and it doesn’t go towards HOY points. Wendy suggested 
Janine Malone, Heather Hamilton, and Kris Hamilton as potential clinicians/judges for the Fix-A-Test. Wendy also suggested a youth 
team competition where the members' scores are averaged. Tiana reported that she has gotten several scholarship applications for 
CDC. 
EDUCATION CHAIR’S REPORT: Emme Johnston reported that the online events have been going pretty well and she has received 
good feedback. She has a call on March 25 with a horse nutritionist, and she is working on finding a date to highlight a person who runs 
a therapeutic riding center. For the Meet the Board section, Emme thinks it would be better to do a write-up and put in the newsletter 
instead of continuing with the online interviews. She is going to share episodes from NC State vet school’s online series to NCDCTA’s 
Facebook page. 
EVENTING CHAIR’S REPORT: Amy Warren reported that the eventing grant’s closing date will be extended. 
Will Barrus reported that he is trying to structure HOY differently this year. He wants to identify people who are competitive for HOY but 
are missing something. For example, they or their horse wasn’t registered. He is trying to figure out ways to help folks identify that they 
haven’t checked all the boxes. 
Joan asked if there is a finance committee or budget meeting this year? She wants to prioritize charitable giving. Amanda suggested 
that, if Wendy and Tyler are game, the Board can discuss the budget next meeting. 
The next teleconference will be Tuesday, April 6. 
 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:02pm. 
Respectfully submitted by Rachel Edwards, Recording Secretary. 

 

Junior/Young Riders Scholarships: 
 

• Capital Dressage Classic (due 4/14/2021) 
• Labor of Love (due TBA) 
• Harvest Moon (due TBA) 

• Autumn Leaves (due TBA) 
 

Each scholarship will cover the cost of four classes, one stall, and a shared tack stall. This application, due 
by the show's opening date, will be randomly selected. Applicants do not need to be NCDCTA members. 

 

Application: https://www.ncdcta.org/junior-scholarship 

https://www.ncdcta.org/junior-scholarship
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NCDCTA CALENDAR 
    FULL SCHEDULE CAN BE FOUND AT www.NCDCTA.org/calender 

 

SHOWS & EVENTS for 2021 are being scheduled now! 
Please check the Calendar online to stay up to date! 

 

4/3/2021 - SCDCTA Springtime Dressage I: Carol Freligh, 843-876-6229, carol@scdcta.com, www.scdcta.com  
4/3-4/2021 - Springtime Dressage: Martie Healy, 352-363-0085, contactmartie@gmail.com, 

www.equestriansecretarialservices.com  
4/4/2021 - SCDCTA Springtime Dressage II: Carol Freligh, 843-876-6229, carol@scdcta.com, www.scdcta.com  
4/9-11/2021 - NCAHA /HAHA RATES SPRING SHOW: Mary Ann Laferriere, 919-923-1295, maryann.laferriere@gmail.com, 

http://ncaha.com  
4/10/2021 - Buckhorn D/CT: Bridget Gibbons MacNair, 919-795-0511, bfecnc@gmail.com, www.BuckhornFarmSP.com  
4/10-11/2021 - Dressage4Kid's TEAM Clinic with Lendon Gray: Ali Perkins, 207-615-8654, aliperkinsdressage@gmail.com, 
https://dressage4kids.org/programs/team-program.html  
4/10-11/2021 - Spring Fever: Chelsea St. Jacques, 484-365-3173, secretary@stableviewfarm.com, https://stableviewfarm.com  
4/11/2021 - Antares Dressage: Vicki M Kelley, 910-610-8511, vicki@antaresdressage.com, www.antaresdressage.com  
4/11/2021 - Cattolica Farm Spring Dressage 2: Lorraine Musselman, 919-218-6802, ltmdriving@aol.com, www.cattolicafarm.com  
4/14/2021 - DUE: CDC Jr/YR Scholarship App: Tiana Renee Darling, 910-705-6817, jryr@ncdcta.org, www.ncdcta.org/junior-

scholarship  
4/15/2021 - OPEN: Capital Dressage Classic: M Teresa Uddo, 352-636-2669, tuddo66@gmail.com, www.ncdcta.org/cdc  
4/17/2021 - Explore the Park Dressage: Todd A Erickson, 919-889-9445, tah@sportofhorses.com, www.SportOfHorses.com  
4/17/2021 - Hanover Stables Dressage: Brittany Wilhelm, 301-742-1116, brittwilh@gmail.com, http://hanoverstables.net  
4/17/2021 - TTC D/CT/Jumper: Beth R McCashin, 336-978-3278, johnttc@aol.com, www.TTCMocksville.com  
4/17-18/2021 - Longleaf Pines HT: Abby M Schlicht, 910-875-2074, abby@carolinahorsepark.com, www.carolinahorsepark.com  
4/23-25/2021 - Tryon Spring Dressage 1: Monica Meyers Fitzgerald, 954-647-7940, mon1206@aol.com, http://tryon.couth.com  
4/24-25/2021 - Prime Time Dressage: Patricia D Hildreth, 919-210-5899, ssdllcinfo@gmail.com, http://www.sportingservices.net  
5/1/2021 - HRF D/CT/HT: Heather Boyer, 910-224-1719, hlhamilton07@gmail.com, www.HeatherRidgeFarm.org  
5/1/2021 - Steeple Hill  D/CT: Will Barrus, 336-410-1301, shfentry@gmail.com, http://www.steeplehillfarm.com  
5/2/2021 - Antares Dressage: Vicki M Kelley, 910-610-8511, vicki@antaresdressage.com, www.antaresdressage.com  
5/2/2021 - HT at Whistling H Farm: Carrie Everhart, 919-413-0917, shawneeacres@gmail.com, www.facebook.com/whistlinghfarms  
5/7-9/2021 - Dressage in the Sandhills: Kay Whitlock, 9106928467, kaydq@fastmail.fm, www.carolinadressage.com  
5/8/2021 - Cinco de Mayo I: Carol Freligh, 843-876-6229, carol@scdcta.com, www.scdcta.com  
5/8/2021 - TTC D/CT/Jumper: Beth R McCashin, 337-978-3278, johnttc@aol.com, www.TTCMocksville.com  
5/8-9/2021 - Tryon Spring Dressage 2: Monica Meyers Fitzgerald, 954-647-7940, mon1206@aol.com, http://tryon.couth.com  
5/8-9/2021 - Windridge Spring HT: Alicia Henderson, 828-674-1885, windridgefarmsnc@gmail.com, http://windridgefarmsnc.com  
5/9/2021 - Cinco de Mayo II: Carol Freligh, 843-876-6229, carol@scdcta.com, www.scdcta.com  
5/12/2021 - Stable View Schooling Dressage: Chelsea St. Jacques, 484-365-3173, secretary@stableviewfarm.com, 

www.stableviewfarm.com  
5/15/2021 - Explore the Park Dressage: Todd A Erickson, 919-889-9445, tah@sportofhorses.com, www.SportOfHorses.com  
5/15-16/2021 - WHES May HT: Abby M Schlicht, 910-875-2074, abby@carolinahorsepark.com, www.carolinahorsepark.com  
5/16/2021 - Cattolica Farm Spring Dressage 3: Lorraine Musselman, 919-218-6802, ltmdriving@aol.com, www.cattolicafarm.com  
5/22/2021 - HRF D/CT/HT: Heather Boyer, 910-224-1719, hlhamilton07@gmail.com, www.HeatherRidgeFarm.org  
5/22/2021 - Steeple Hill  D/CT: Will Barrus, 336-410-1301, shfentry@gmail.com, http://www.steeplehillfarm.com  
5/22-23/2021 - Dressage in the Spring at Bruce's Field: M Teresa Uddo, 352-636-2669, tuddo66@gmail.com, 

http://www.aikenhorsepark.org  
5/22-23/2021 - Lexington Spring Dressage: Janine W Malone, 919-602-6203, jemrph@aol.com, www.rosinburg-events.com  
5/23/2021 - Stable View Eventing Academy Sch HT: Chelsea St. Jacques, 484-365-3173, secretary@stableviewfarm.com, 

https://stableviewfarm.com  
5/26/2021 - CLOSE: Capital Dressage Classic: M Teresa Uddo, 352-636-2669, tuddo66@gmail.com, www.ncdcta.org/cdc  
 

FULL SCHEDULE CAN BE FOUND AT www.NCDCTA.org/calender  
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NEW at NCDCTA.org 

 
The NCDCTA Business Directory is open to all 
active NCDCTA members and is not limited to 
“equestrian” businesses! Inclusion in the 
Business Directory is not automatic. You must 
submit a separate form with your business 
information. 

https://www.ncdcta.org/business-registration 
Business directory information includes a logo 
(3.5” x 2”), Name, Tag Line, Description (<50 
words), Contact Name, Phone, Email, URL, 
Address & Business Category.  

 
Send suggestions for additional links to: 

membership@ncdcta.org 

 

http://ncdcta.org/
https://www.ncdcta.org/business-registration
http://membership@ncdcta.org/
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